Dear BAFTS Members, Importers and Friends#
 

Please find below the latest IFAT update.
 

Best wishes, Chris
 

Chris Davis
Secretariat Coordinator
BAFTS
Unit 7, 8-13 New Inn St.
London EC2A 3PY
Tel: 020 7739 4197
www.bafts.org.uk
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IFAT News

AGM Info Pack

Many of our members have by now received the AGM Information Pack that was sent out over a week ago. The pack contains the agenda, proposals, an annual report and various other bits and pieces.

We are aware that post can take a long time to arrive, so all the relevant documents have been posted online. If you want to get to the post before the post gets to you, just download everything from the Members Only section of the IFAT Website (http://members.ifat.org/).

Back to table of contents
Can’t come to Quito?

You can still have your say! If you can’t attend, completing the proxy voting form allows you to vote by letting someone else vote on your behalf. 

Decisions at the AGM can only be taken if the majority of our members is present in person or represented by proxy. Therefore, it is important that as many people as possible complete the form. 

The form, including its instructions, has been posted out to all members as part of the AGM Info Pack and is also available online from the Members Only section of the IFAT Website (http://members.ifat.org/).

Back to table of contents
Office secretariat closed

Please note that the secretariat office will be closed during the period the Quito Conference takes place. This will be from 29 April – 8 May.

Back to table of contents
Global Journey Update

Christine Gent, Global Journey co-ordinator, writes to let us know that the Global Journey took place in Bolivia in March. Attended by 5000 people, various media (written press and radio/tv) and 45 participating organizations, the events were described as highly successful.

Plans are afoot for the Global Journey in North America (where it will arrive around July), Africa (end of the year) and Europe (Summer 2006).

Back to table of contents
FTO Mark Materials Wanted

Just a quick reminder for all members: Please feel free to bring materials to Quito on which the FTO Mark is used. These materials will be displayed, so they may give other members inspiration and ideas for their own communications.

Back to table of contents
Coming Soon: the FTO Mark Handbook

The soon-to-be printed FTO Mark handbook contains some great ideas and examples of how to use the FTO Mark in your own publications as well as the exact composition of the colours and more. A very useful tool - available to members soon.

Back to table of contents
World Fair Trade Day Website

World Fair Trade Day is coming soon (14 May, to be exact) and the Website to back it up has received some major updates! 

Malaya Ileto from the Fair Trade Company / People Tree: “There have been more events posted, but there is a new Messages section as well with messages from many different groups. I hope you like it!”

If you want to know what activities are happening in your region, or if you want to set up your own event to help increase awareness of Fair Trade, check out http://www.wftday.org/ 

Back to table of contents
Supply and Demand

Wanted: Pictures & Photographs

The IFAT secretariat is looking for high quality pictures of member producers, products and persons in general for use in publications. Examples include the IFAT Website, brochures or TradePost. A brief description would be extremely useful, but is not required. 

If there are any pictures we can use, please send them to info@ifat.org - please split up any large collections of photographs in emails of 15 Megabytes max.

Back to table of contents
Wanted: Pictures & Photographs #2

On a similar note, Wendy Martin from New Consumer magazine is looking for pictures of cotton producers in Mali and Mozambique. Please send any pictures that might be of interest to info@ifat.org so we can forward them to her.

Back to table of contents
Wanted: Gourds

Devon Cameron is interested in finding gourd artists who can help him with his wholesale business in the United States. He is looking for artists to develop two areas of his business:

· Artist(s) who can produce his gourd design and 

· Artist(s) who would produce their own original gourd artwork for to sell in his wholesale gourd catalogue (in shops and galleries throughout the USA.) 

Considerations for bowls, jewellery, instruments, wood carving, wood burning, and birdhouses. 

If you are interested, please contact Devon Cameron, PO Box 174, Circleville, NY 10919. He can be contacted by phone on +1 (845) 361-5522 or by email on gourdaments@citlink.net and gourdaments@myway.com
Back to table of contents
Wanted: unbranded T-shirts

Helen Madden is a partner in a clothing business based in Ireland with the guiding core value of ethical trading. She is wants to source Fair Trade T-Shirts. Specifically, they want quality unbranded T-Shirts for men and women. She would hope to source a manufacturer who would then be able to print Helen’s own specific design on the T-Shirt. The T-shirts would go on sale around August 2005.

Please contact Helen on +353 1 206 6328

Back to table of contents
Dates for your Diary

10 – 16 April 2005: Global Week of Action

A Week of Action from 10-16 April 2005, where as many campaigns as possible across the world active on trade and neo-liberalism come together in united action. Check out www.april2005.org for more information.
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19 – 24 April 2005: Asia Fair Trade Pavilion

The Pavilion is a showcase of newly designed, export quality Fair Trade products handcrafted by artisans from India, Nepal, Philippines, Vietnam, China and Africa. For more information, please contact secretariat@asiaforum.ph 
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1 – 7 May 2005: IFAT International Conference

The Bi-annual IFAT international AGM, conference and trade mart is taking place in Quito, Ecuador on 1 – 7 May 2005. It is not too late to register – registration documents are available from the Website.
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14 May 2005: World Fair Trade Day

14 May 2005 is World Fair Trade Day! This year’s theme: Fair Trade is Peace. See http://www.wftday.org/ for more information.
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Bits and Pieces

If you have any queries about this update, or if you have any information you would like to share with IFAT members, please contact us on communications@ifat.org. Back issues of the IFAT Updates can be found in the ‘News, Trade Post & Updates’ page in the ‘Members Only’ section of the Website (http://members.ifat.org/). If you have forgotten your username and password, please email us on info@ifat.org. 
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