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IFAT News

New registered FTO’s

	On recommendation of the Registration Sub-Committee, the Executive Committee as decided to register the following FTO’s:

         Artisanat Sel (France)

	         DWP Mensch & Zukunft eg. (Germany)

	         CTM Altromercato (Italy)

	         Traidcraft (United Kingdom)

	         Oxfam Ireland/Northern Ireland (United Kingdom)

	         Nepali Bazaro (Japan)

	         Libero Mondo Scs. Arl. (Italy)

	         Polle Unnoyn Prokolpo (PUP) (Bangladesh)

	         South Indian Producer Associations (SIPA) (India)

	         Caritas (Switzerland)

	         Servv (USA)

	         Co-operativa Chico Mendes (Italy)

	         Sana Hastakala (Nepal)

	         Alter Trade Corporation (Philippines)

	         Development Wheel (Bangladesh)

	         Much in Little Incorporated (Philippines)

	         North and South Fair Trade AB (Sweden)


 

Congratulations go to the 17 members who successfully have completed their self assessment this year!

In order to give you the opportunity to do the mutual review and to comment on the self assessments, the approved reports will be made available on the IFAT Members Only Website. We will inform you when we have updated the website, which will probably be early August.

The Registration Sub-Committee is - as you can imagine – very busy reading and studying all your self assessment reports.  

During the next months we will inform you about new registrations.
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Bankruptcy Fair Trade Import Denmark

One IFAT member has informed the IFAT secretariat that they are a creditor of Fair Trade Import Denmark. We deeply regret that one of our members is being affected by this situation, although we are relieved that the bankruptcy did not cause problems to more members.
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Fair Trade Conference with 
Peter Mandelson MEP great success

“Before the conference took place, it was already a success” Stefan Durwael, IFAT Executive Director, told me at the reception following the PES Fair Trade Conference that took place in the European Parliament on June 22nd.

Indeed it was: Over 170 Fair Traders from all around Europe, members of the EU parliament and members of the public participated in the conference, listening to the encouraging speeches and participating in lively debates. Especially promising was the participation of Peter Mandelson, EU Commissioner for Trade and of Stefano Manservisi, Director-General for Development.  Both expressed their support, and, more importantly, their willingness to work together with the Fair Trade movement.

Peter Mandelson, a self-professed ‘progressive liberaliser’, emphasised his belief in harnessing trade in order to “make poverty history”. He sees Fair Trade as having an essential role in this process. For the purpose of increasing the role of Fair Trade in the entire Commission, he would like to see a Fair Trade information point created inside the Commission. After hearing what both Carol Wills and Arun Raste had to say about the importance of recent developments within Fair Trade, Manservisi stated that he would work on creating more budget lines for NGOs advocating for- and assessing Fair Trade.

Another success was the participation of Arun Raste from India and Moctar Fall from Senegal in the conference.  They rightly reminded us of the need to make sure new policy affects those at the bottom of the supply chain in the South in a positive way.

Raste delivered the message that marginalized people much prefer trade to aid as a means of escaping extreme poverty. It upholds their dignity. He reminded us that Fair Trade is the best way to facilitate this.

Fall pointed out the bigger international picture. He emphasised how important Fair Trade is for Africa. He also underlined the importance of consultation with Africa when developing new international policies and emphasised that agreements with regional adjustments really help.

Mike Gidney linked this bigger picture back to Fair Trade, reminding us that Fair Trade is not simply about selling but also about advocating both Fair Trade itself and Trade Justice.  He also emphasised that Fair Trading Organisations do have power and they strive to use this to empower those who are marginalized.

Finally, Carol Wills reminded us of the incredible growth to Fair Trade in the past few years but also of the fact that we are still small on the global scale and that we need keep on striving to grow. However, her message was clear: “Fair Trade works!”
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Staying in touch

Please make sure that your contact details are up-to-date! We are receiving an ever increasing amount of undeliverable email messages. When you have a minute, please log on to the members-only section of the Website and double check your contact details. Feel free to email us if there is anything that needs to be changed.
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Visitors to the IFAT Secretariat
In the last two weeks we had the pleasure of welcoming to our office Chitra Bahadur K.C. from the New Sadle Project (member of Fair Trade Group Nepal) and Marijke Visser (Tilingo, The Netherlands). Furthermore the volunteers of the local Fair Trade Shop Culemborg attended a presentation about IFAT in our secretariat. Thank you all for popping in!

Back to table of contents
Members’ news

Vacancy: General Co-ordinator

NEWS is the umbrella network of 15 national Worldshop associations in 13 different countries all over Europe. The organization’s secretariat is based in Mainz, Germany.

To further develop and strengthen the network of European world shops, NEWS! is looking for a General Co-ordinator. S/he will report directly to the Executive Board.  NEWS! pay a fair salary corresponding with experience and capacities and according to remuneration practices in the Fair Trade sector. 

Interested? See http://www.worldshops.org/news/Vacancies.html for more info. Please apply before July 4, 2005.
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Founder Max Havelaar made a 
Knight of the French Legion of Honour

Honorary guest of the President of France, Francisco Van der Hoff, pioneer of the Fair Trade movement and founder of the Max Havelaar label was made a Knight of the French Legion of Honour at the Elysée Palace, on Tuesday, June 14, in front of Kofi Annan, Tony Blair and 150 heads of companies from all over the world. 

This distinction was given to him by Jacques Chirac as part of the annual meeting of the UN’s World Pact. The World Pact, promoted by Kofi Annan, is a program to incite companies to take initiatives for sustainable development.  This year, France was responsible for hosting the annual meeting.  Francisco Van der Hoff was the guest of honour to promote his vision of a human-centred economy.

The President paid homage to Fair Trade, who has implemented this vision. “The remarkable success of this process based on an ethical contract between the consumer in the North and the producer in the South must be encouraged.” He called up “a growing desire of citizens for a more humane economy and more solidarity in globalization. We can no longer ignore this desire.”

Considered by the president to be “one of the greatest moral figures of our times,” Francisco Van der Hoff accepted this honour “on behalf of the tens of millions of producers in the South.” 

Francisco van der Hoff was one of the speakers during the IFAT Newcastle conference in 2003.
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Supply and Demand

Wanted: cotton and/or hemp fabric 

Carly Sled is starting a small business in textiles and clothing and would like to work fairly with locals within Thailand and Laos. She is looking for naturally dyed cotton and/or hemp fabric to be then be made into her designs. She is in Thailand and Laos from June 23 until Aug 20. Any information for her on naturally dyed fabric and tailors would be greatly appreciated. You can contact her at madre_clothing@yahoo.ca .
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Wanted: T-shirts (1)

A New Zealand business is interested in importing Fair Trade plain t-shirts direct from an IFAT producer group.

The company requires men’s and women’s t-shirts in black, red, white and grey colours. A fitted or semi-fitted style for women is preferred. The t-shirts must be colourfast, well stitched and made of high quality 100 per cent cotton fabric. They can be either purchased ready made or designs can be supplied if required. 

For further information please contact Anamika Vasil (anamika@communicator.co.nz, phone: +64 9 360 1955)
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Wanted: T-shirts (2)

Anne-Marie Loth is a creator in a French society. She is looking for bio t-shirts not yet printed for men and women to be printed with her drawings. If you can supply her with these t-shirts, please contact her by e-mail on annemloth@aol.com .
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Wanted: hand-woven cotton / guaze

Jesica Thoennes is looking for cotton/guaze combination fabric, hand-woven by workers needing livelihood in small villages. She supports cooperative efforts fully. She would like only 3 yards/2.5 meters for a first sample. The colour can be either red, black, or tan/beige, preferred in that order. Contact Jesica for more info on jmthoennes@hotmail.com or the following address:

Jesica Thoennes
16737 Co. Rd. 156 NW
Brandon, MN 56315
USA
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Wanted: Pictures & Photographs

The IFAT secretariat is constantly looking for high quality pictures of member producers, products and persons in general for use in publications. Examples include the IFAT Website, brochures or TradePost. A brief description would be extremely useful, but is not required. If there are any pictures we can use, please send them to info@ifat.org - please split up any large collections of photographs in emails of 15 Megabytes max.
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Dates for your Diary

29-30 July: 5th Fair Trade Forum - India National Convention

The Fifth National Convention of FTF-I will be held in Mumbai from 29-30, July 2005. The Convention will deliberate upon the possible ways towards taking the Indian Fair Trade movement forward by discussing the present activities being organised by FTF-I, and will recommend the future strategies. Policy makers, social activists, marketing experts and design innovators will be invited to lead participatory sessions to facilitate this.  Check http://www.fairtradeforum.org/ for more details.
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30 September – 2 October: Fair Trade Futures Conference

On 30 September – 2 October 2005 the Fair Trade Futures conference is taking place in Chicago, USA. Contact maya@fairtradefederation.org for more info.
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1 – 4 October: Fair Trade Messe

Minga and la Communaute d’agglomeration de Plaine Commune are organizing a conference trade fair in Paris. The conference will entail debates, film, theatre and music and will facilitate trading partnerships. For more info, please see http://www.minga.net/article.php3?id_article=256 
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13 – 15 December: Hong Kong Fair Trade Fair & Fair Trade Symposium

In December, simultaneously with the WTO Ministerial, two important events are taking place in Hong Kong. The first one is a Fair Trade symposium, taking place on 14 December. It will examine in a series of sessions, workshops and panels a range of trade issues focused on promoting sustainable development

The second is the Fair Trade Fair, taking place from 13 – 15 December. It will serve to present Fair Trade products and producers, to introduce consumers to Fair Trade products and principles and be an educational forum on Fair Trade principles and policy.
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Bits and Pieces

If you have any queries about this update, or if you have any information you would like to share with IFAT members, please contact us on communications@ifat.org. Back issues of the IFAT Updates can be found in the ‘News, Trade Post & Updates’ page in the ‘Members Only’ section of the Website (http://members.ifat.org/). If you have forgotten your username and password, please email us on info@ifat.org. 

If you no longer wish to receive IFAT Updates, please reply to this message with ‘IFAT Updates Unsubscribe’ in the subject line.
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