Trade Justice Campaigner News – July 2005

REMINDER: NGO accreditation for the Hong Kong Ministerial is open only until midnight on 29 July. Online registration:  https://meetings.wto.org/NGO/PreRegistration/ngohome.aspx?Language=E. 

1. G8 2005
Verdict: ‘The G8 have not met the challenge of trade justice’

MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY verdict on the G8 communique  www.tjm.org.uk/g8verdict.shtml. 

TJM member organisations react:

ActionAid www.actionaid.org.uk/1746/press_release.html
CAFOD www.cafod.org.uk/news_and_events/news/g8_ends_20050708/trade_justice_2005078
Christian Aid www.christian-aid.org.uk/campaign/g8/verdict.htm
Fairtrade Foundation www.fairtrade.org.uk/pr080705.htm
Oxfam www.oxfam.org.uk/what_you_can_do/campaign/mph/g8/index.htm
Tearfund www.tearfund.org/Campaigning/After+the+G8+summit/The+verdict.htm
Traidcraft www.traidcraft.co.uk/template2.asp?pageID=1849&fromID=1275
War on Want www.waronwant.org/?lid=10300&PHPSESSID=08260cdb9cc4a7c7778bafd0438e9b
WDM www.wdm.org.uk/news/presrel/current/g82005final.htm  

MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY Edinburgh rally, 2 July  
Ahead of the G8 summit, over 225,000 protestors gathered in Edinburgh for the biggest demonstration in Scotland's history to demand trade justice, debt cancellation and more and better aid for the world's poorest countries.

Congratulations to everyone who worked so hard to make the day such an amazing success.

See the TJM homepage www.tjm.org.uk for links to coverage and photos of the event from member organisations.

Walden Bello and Bianca Jagger were just two of the speakers invited as part of the trade justice slate. Their speeches are both available in an archive of Make Poverty History radio (www.commedia.org.uk/exchange/mph.htm click on HTTP). 

2. TRADE JUSTICE ANNUAL MEETING 2005  

‘Trade Justice Centre Stage: Campaigning after the G8 - To Hong Kong and Beyond.’

Campaigners from across the membership gathered in London on 12 July for the TJM’s Annual  Meeting. The morning hosted the formal business of the TJM, including the annual elections to the Board of Directors. 

The following were elected to serve on the Board for 2005/6:

Barbara Crowther (Fairtrade Foundation), Mary Cullen (SCIAF), Richard English (Oxfam GB), Alison Fenney (CAFOD), Peter Hardstaff (World Development Movement), Ian Leggett (People & Planet), Daleep Mukarji (Christian Aid)

The afternoon saw workshop and plenary sessions on TJM’s campaigning, policy and lobbying work, including a look forward to the year ahead. A full write-up will be sent to all members shortly.

3. CAMPAIGN NEWS

Mass Lobby of Parliament for Trade Justice 2005

Preparations are now underway for a second Trade Justice mass lobby of parliament in early November. This will pressurise the UK Government to change its negotiating positions ahead of the WTO Ministerial meeting in Hong Kong. It will also be the only mass mobilisation for campaigners in the second half of the year.

PLEASE NOTE: These arrangements are still being negotiated with the authorities and have not yet been publicly announced. Please do not release the date of the event yet. A formal announcement will be made as soon as it is confirmed.

Due to the huge success and levels of awareness raised by MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY we expect the turnout to be higher than the previous mass lobby in 2002. All TJM member organisations are asked now to consider their involvement in this fantastic opportunity in a very key time for the campaign.

The TJM Events Group is beginning work on delivering the event, with the first meeting on 3 August. Please consider whether your organisation could offer capacity to this group and contact Jenny Ricks, TJM Assistant Co-ordinator, jenny@tjm.org.uk or 020 7404 0530 to discuss the plans and how to get involved.

There will be materials produced shortly to promote the event. A member of the TJM Events Group will contact you soon to see if you would like copies of the materials.

A background paper on the event will be sent to all members shortly. For details on the background and international context, go to http://www.april2005.org/news17.htm. 

TJM prepares for autumn action

The Vote for Trade Justice (see below) remains the ‘Level 1’ action for the rest of the year.  

The TJM Planning Group is currently finalising the text and plans for a ‘Level 2’ autumn action in the run up to the WTO Ministerial meeting in Hong Kong in December. It focuses on unpacking the first call of the Vote for Trade Justice – that poor countries be able to choose the best solutions to end poverty and protect the environment – in the face of the EU’s offensive agenda to push liberalisation in NAMA, agriculture and services in the lead up to and at Hong Kong.   

The TJM secretariat needs to know if your organisation is interested in taking forward a version of the action and, if so, deadlines for mailings and production. Please contact Glen Tarman (glen@tjm.org.uk) if you would like to know more about the supporter action and how you can get involved.  

4. VOTE FOR TRADE JUSTICE

- Vote for Trade Justice reaches half million mark

Since last summer, over 500,000 people in the UK have voted for Trade Justice in a special ballot. They are calling on the UK government to deliver Trade Justice – not free trade. This Vote for Trade Justice, which aims to have over a million votes by UK citizens by the end of the year, is part of a massive ongoing global call for action for trade justice.  

Vote for Trade Justice on the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY website 

www.makepovertyhistory.org/mph/campaign.do?code=vtj
Trade Justice Movement member online versions of Vote for Trade Justice www.tjm.org.uk/action.shtml
- MPs Vote for Trade Justice

The TJM site now has a page where organisations and supporters can register MPs who have cast their Vote for Trade Justice. We aim to reach 400 MPs by the end of 2005, so please keep pushing this action with your supporters and in any lobbying meetings.

Visit www.tjm.org.uk/action/mpsv4tj.shtml and email Vicky Tongue, TJM Campaign Assistant, vicky@tjm.org.uk with the names of any MPs who have voted or are not listed.

5. OTHER CAMPAIGN NEWS

ActionAid: WTO must halt talks and take action to combat poverty (25 July)
www.actionaid.org.uk/1755/press_release.html
Oxfam: Naked self-interest usurping development in trade talks (27 July, see also reports below)

www.maketradefair.com/en/index.php?file=geneva_pr03.htm
FoE: Geneva trade talks threaten environment (27 July, see also reports below) 

www.foe.co.uk/resource/press_releases/geneva_trade_talks_threate_26072005.html
WDM: No deal at WTO could be best option for the poor say campaigners (27 July)
www.wdm.org.uk/news/presrel/current/wtonodeal.htm
6. MORE ON TRADE NEGOTIATION NEWS

WTO 

The crucial July General Council meeting of the WTO (27/29 July) will set the scene for the WTO Hong Kong Ministerial (www.wtomc6.gov.hk). 

Read the Geneva update from Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (IATP)

‘Formula One Racing: Who’s Going to Win the Grand Prix?’ by Alexandra Strickner and Carin Smaller, TIP/IATP http://lists.iatp.org/listarchive/archive.cfm?id=109006 

Third World Network previews activities in Geneva www.twnside.org.sg/title2/twninfo240.htm
Slow progress in WTO talks

Oxfam ‘Slow progress in trade talks not enough for world's poorest farmers’

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/press/releases/wto_china130705.htm 

ICTSD’s coverage of the mini ministerial meeting in Dalian, China, 12-13 July

http://www.ictsd.org/monthly/bridges/BRIDGES9-6-7.pdf
Oxfam ‘China meeting key to unlocking trade talks’

www.oxfam.org.uk/press/releases/wto_china110705.htm 

‘These negotiations are in trouble’ warns WTO Director General Supachai

www.twnside.org.sg/title2/twninfo239.htm 

‘From supermarket aisles to African plains - why world trade talks 

Matter’ (Guardian, 27 July 2005)

www.guardian.co.uk/business/story/0,3604,1536731,00.html
7. MEMBER ACTIONS

Make Poverty History - Email the DTI and tell Alan John the UK Government must stop pushing poor countries to open their economies.  

www.makepovertyhistory.org/mph/campaign.do?code=dti
Traidcraft – Email Alan Johnson to remind him to ‘Stop milking the poor’. 

Action is needed now on the UK’s position on Economic Partnership Agreements so that the livelihoods of Kenyan dairy farmers are not destroyed. www.traidcraftinteractive.co.uk/main.php?15 

Oxfam – Email Carlo Trojan, the European Commission Ambassador to the WTO to make trade work for developing countries. At the July WTO meeting the framework for trade talks in Hong Kong will be decided. These talks have the potential to lift millions out of poverty. www.maketradefair.com/en/index.php?file=geneva02.php 

8. TJM MEMBER REPORTS

Baby Milk Action report – ‘Nestle’s public relations machine exposed’

www.babymilkaction.org/pdfs/nprme05web.pdf  

ActionAid report – ‘Bound and tied: the developmental impacts of industrial trade liberalisation negotiations at the World Trade Organisation’

www.actionaid.org.uk/wps/content/documents/WTOreport4.pdf   

Christian Aid briefing paper – ‘The Economics of Failure: The real cost of ‘free’ trade for poor countries’

www.christianaid.org.uk/indepth/506liberalisation/Economics%20of%20failure.pdf 

Oxfam report ‘From Development To Naked Self-Interest’ traces the progress of the so-called Doha development round and alleges that a series of missed deadlines can be explained by rich countries' reluctance to meet commitments to reform.

www.maketradefair.com/en/assets/geneva.pdf
FoE ‘Market Access v Sustainable Environment: How WTO Negotiations Could Undermine Attempts To Tackle Poverty’ 

www.foe.co.uk/resource/media_briefing/market_access.pdf
9. OTHER RESOURCES

Recommended: NAMAwatch www.namawatch.org is a resource for people following the non-agricultural market access (NAMA) negotiations at the WTO. The site brings together in one place official documents, research and critical voices.

Third World Network info service:

‘Major differences remain in NAMA (non-agricultural market access) talks’

www.twnside.org.sg/title2/twninfo237.htm 

WTO Agriculture Talks: Why a 'first approximation' unlikely by end July
www.twnside.org.sg/title2/twninfo236.htm 

Recommended BRIDGES Weekly digest 

http://www.ictsd.org/weekly/index.htm
Baby Milk Action – ‘Seeing through the spin’. Educational guide containing lesson plans, case studies and background material to help students deconstruct public relations messages from companies and their critics (suitable for UK A level, Key Stage 4+ school courses and adult/further education) www.babymilkaction.org/spin/index.html. 

10. OTHER EVENTS
General Council of Peoples – ‘Before Hong Kong, Stop the WTO Corporate Agenda in Geneva’ 25–30 July, Geneva. 

A week of public debate and festival called by the Geneva People’s Alliance of social movements and NGOs, held during the WTO General Council meetings (www.omc-wto.org/) 

Labour Party Conference 2005
Trade Justice Movement/ Make Poverty History

‘Trade Justice at the WTO: Mission Impossible? 

Chair: Kevin Maguire (Daily Mirror)

Speakers: Rt Hon Alan Johnson MP, Claire Melamed (Christian Aid), Charity Musamba (Jubilee Zambia) tbc

Date: Tuesday 27 September, 1pm

Venue: Walnut Room, Quality Hotel, West Street, Brighton

Make Poverty History in association with the Christian Socialist Movement

‘Is the UK really making poverty history?’

Chair: Nick Clarke, BBC World at One

Speakers: Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP, Frances O’Grady, Deputy General Secretary, TUC, John Hilary, War on Want, Charity Musamba, Jubilee Zambia (tbc)

Date: Monday 26 September, 6pm

Venue: The Viscount Suite, Hilton Brighton Metropole, King’s Road, Brighton (inside secure conference area – only accessible with conference passes)

11. UK GOVERNMENT 

Speech by Hilary Benn: ‘How can we get trade justice?’ 29 June, London School of Economics www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/speeches/trade/hilary-lse-trade-0605.asp
Ian Pearson MP speech at Traidcraft event 27 June

www.dti.gov.uk/ministers/speeches/pearson270605.html
Alan Johnson MP, Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, has been invited to speak to a Make Poverty History assembly in the autumn (Patricia Hewitt’s speech in March is available here: www.dti.gov.uk/ministers/speeches/hewitt220305.html). A TJM delegation recently met with Alan Johnson to set out our agenda for this year. 

Alan Johnson speech International Trade Committee of the European Parliament (13 July)

www.dti.gov.uk/ewt/alan_johnson_130705_1.pdf (pdf)   

Government publishes response to Committee's report on the EU's trade agreements with ACPs (23 June) 

www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/fairtrade-command.pdf (pdf) 

12. EUROPE

WTO Doha Agenda: 'Challenges for Europe'. Speech by Peter Mandelson asking to share the development burden and setting the Hong Kong meeting road map (21 July 2005)

http://europa.eu.int/comm/commission_barroso/mandelson/speeches_articles/temp_icentre.cfm?temp=sppm046_en
Comments to press by Peter Mandelson in Dalian, China (13 July 2005)

http://europa.eu.int/comm/trade/issues/newround/doha_da/pr130705_en.htm
13. WHAT THEY'RE SAYING...

"It is extremely important that all those who cannot go to the WTO meeting in Hong Kong should bring pressure to bear on their own government through the Trade Justice Movement and its member organisations." 

Walden Bello, Focus on the Global South   

>>>>> Next issue out w/c 15 August (send items to mail@tjm.org.uk by that date)
==========TRADE JUSTICE MOVEMENT============
 

