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IFAT News
QMS Opportunities – 2nd and Final Call
In our last Update we informed you about the progress on the QMS project and about the start of the recruitment of volunteers for the following working structures:
· Fair Trade Quality Board 
· Generic Standard Task Force 
· Quality Review Task Force 
· Handicrafts Task Force. 
We now have a number of volunteers, but there are still quite a number of vacancies. Especially our Southern members are very welcome to participate.  
Terms of Reference of the four working structures can be found on the IFAT Members Only Website under ‘Internal Documents’ (parts of the documents have been slightly amended regarding time schedule and planned meetings).
The Generic Standard Task Force will begin its work in mid September and needs eight IFAT representatives. Some knowledge and understanding of standards and indicator setting is required. The Quality Review Task Force and the Handicrafts Task force will begin their work later, probably early 2006.
For those who were not at the Quito Conference and those who have not heard much about the QMS project (Quality Management System), a brief summary of this is on the Members Only website. 
If FLO and IFAT can agree a generic FT Quality System for the whole of Fair Trade, this will strengthen the whole Fair Trade Movement and provide us with protection against false claims and other external threats. If you are interested and have the time/qualifications, please take a look at the Terms of Reference for the various working groups and let us know if you would like to join. If so, email Stefan Durwael at the IFAT Secretariat (director@ifat.org). We look forward to hearing from you!
Back to table of contents
QMS Documents online
The final report on the ‘Development of a Generic Fair Trade Quality System’ and the final version of the Handcrafts Value Chain Analysis are available for download from the Internal Documents section on the Members-Only Website.
Back to table of contents
FLO response to IFAT concerns received
During the AGM in Quito, the IFAT AGM prepared a letter to FLO about the opening of the Fair Trade market to multinational companies and the registration of large-scale plantations versus that of small producers. Last week, we received a response from FLO. 
Both the original IFAT letter and FLO’s response are now available for download from the Internal Documents section of the members-only Website.
Back to table of contents
New Registered Members
We are proud to announce that the Executive Committee has just approved the registration of 5 more members. We would like to congratulate the following organizations for successfully passing all the elements of the IFAT monitoring system:
· Shilpa Trust 

· Craft Aid Mauritius 

· Tropical Whole Foods 

· Safrudi 
· Oxfam Australia 

These organizations are now eligible to carry the FTO Mark. The FTO Mark is the world’s only global identification mark for Fair Trade Organizations. It adds recognition, credibility, strengthens organizations’ brand values and boosts the worldwide awareness of the Fair Trade concept. Congratulations to you all once again!
 

Back to table of contents
Members’ news
Mumbai Rains
We have all seen the images of the terrible rains in Mumbai, India. Members have written in to tell us about it. 
“The flood situation in Mumbai was extremely grim. All the transportation routes to and from Mumbai, including road, rail and air, were blocked. City roads flooded and no transport was available […]” (Tara Projects)
“Many slums and buildings were flooded. Thousands of people who had gone to work on Tuesday were stuck on the roads and all of them spent the nights on buses and trains to reach home after 24 hours and walking several kilometers through the water.” (Creative Handicrafts)
Some of the smaller groups in and around Mumbai with whom IFAT members work have suffered extensive damages. Fortunately, the worst seems to be over:
“Things are limping back to normalcy. What we need is lot of good wishes and a bright sun. The spirit of the city is intact and we shall overcome!” (IRFT)
We wish our Indian members the area the strength to cope with the consequences of the monsoon flooding.
Back to table of contents
National Convention / AGM 
Fair Trade Forum India postponed indefinitely 
From the FTF-I office:
With much consultations and deliberations, the Executive Committee of FTF-I has decided to postpone the FTF-I National Convention and AGM indefinitely. We shall remain in contact and therefore you will come to know of the location and fresh dates for ExCo meeting, National Convention and AGM.
We are advised not to travel to and from Mumbai by our regional centre and the Maharashtra government. Those of us who have made their bookings by rail / air or by any other mode of transport are requested to make suitable arrangements to save the tickets for indefinite period, cancel with refunds or do whatever is possible to save the time and money. Almost all airlines have postponed / cancelled the flights and informed the clients to contact them for refunds / fresh bookings. The same is being done by the railways. Please be in contact with your travel agents / travel authorities.
Inconvenience is greatly regretted, but such calamities are in the control of that Supreme Power!! 
Sincere best wishes and kind regards.
Shyam
Back to table of contents
New members
We are proud to welcome the following new associate members to IFAT: 
· Jerome Schatzman (Fair Planet, France) 

· Barbara Wilson (Love that Stuff, UK) 

On behalf of the whole of IFAT thank you very much for becoming members, and welcome to our network. We are looking forward to working with both of you.
Back to table of contents
Exciting Developments at 
Shared Interest - Finance for Fair Trade
Having been operating for 15 years, we are now moving into an exciting new phase of development – the international expansion of our business. Over the next few years we plan to establish a presence in some of the key countries and regions that we work in. We want to be closer to our customers, working in partnership, allowing us to operate on a truly international basis and hence further our mission to finance fair trade.
Our development plans
As you may remember from presentations and discussions at the IFAT conference in Quito, we are part way through a development plan which includes aligning more closely with our customers, working more with producers and internationalising the business.
Initially we are looking at Africa and Central/South America, later we plan to have a presence in Asia, Pacific Rim, Europe and North America. Regional staff will have three key roles:
· Lending, to increase Shared Interest’s impact through increased lending 
· Access, to explore opportunities for widening access to fair finance 

· Capacity development, to identify opportunities for supporting producer groups by providing financial training 

Current position
In Africa, we intend to be based in either Kenya or Tanzania. In Central/South America, we intend to be based in Costa Rica, Guatemala or Nicaragua. We are currently assessing the suitability of these locations as a hub for the region and we hope to be operating in these areas by late Spring 2006.
How can you help?
We would be grateful for your views and comments on our plans, particularly any information you have and are able to share in terms of fair trade market potential, general trading conditions and producers needing support in Africa and Central/South America, as well as details of any points of contact that you believe would be useful to us
To give us your feedback, or to find out more information 
If you are already a Shared Interest customer, please contact Malcolm Curtis, Customer Services Director at Shared Interest (+44 191 233 9104 or malcolm.curtis@shared-interest.com). Otherwise please contact Tracy Bonham, Projects Manager. (+44 191 233 9128 or tracy.bonham@shared-interest.com)
Back to table of contents
New Sunbula Website
Sunbula (economic self-help for Palestinian women, refugees and people with disabilities) publicised the fact that their new e-commerce website is up and running on http://www.sunbula.org/ - it now includes profiles of craft organizations as well as online shopping facilities.
Back to table of contents
New Salay Handmade Website
Salay Handmade also informed us that their 2005 website www.salayhandmade.net  is now accessible and asked us to let all members know that the address has changed from.COM to NET.
Back to table of contents
Internal Control System Training
Fair Trade Assistance and the Dutch Association of Worldshops in the Netherlands invite MSI consultants to apply for a training on an Internal Control System (ICS).
FTA and DAWS
FTA assists fair trade producer organizations with, among others, quality improvement of their products and management of their organization. DAWS represents almost 400 Worldshops in the Netherlands selling fairly traded goods. They joined forces to support organizations in answering to monitoring schemes.
Internal Control System
Together they developed an Internal Control System that supports organizations meeting the demands of certification schemes. This includes IFAT, FLO, IFOAM and ISO. Through a set of questions, starting with the mission and ending with administrative questions, organizations learn to structure the organization to meet the demands of certification. Besides this, the tool helps organizations to perform better. After successfully closing the first pilots, FTA and DAWS are looking for consultants MSE’s who want to be trained in consulting on the ICS.
Training
A three-day training will be held in Amsterdam from the 31st of October till the 2nd of November. Travel and accommodation costs will be provided by FTA/DAWS. Consultants who participate must sign they will apply the skills with at least 2 organizations in 2006. There is a small amount of funding available to support organizations who are interested in the ICS in 2006.
Trainees will receive a certificate and named in the FTA/DAWS ICS register.
Application
Are you interested, send in a short letter with CV. Applicants must:
· have excellent communication skills 

· be able to translate abstract management language into day-to-day language 

· have experience consulting SME’s 

· have knowledge of fair trade organizations 

· be able to give follow up to the training 

· preferable has experience consulting on certification schemes 

Send your application and CV to BvandenHam@fairtrade.nl. Bert van den Ham can also provide you with more information on the ICS. Applications should be in before 23rd of August. The second week of September candidates will hear whether they can attend the training.
Marjoleine Motz, Fair Trade Assistance
Erika Spil, Dutch Association of Worldshops
Back to table of contents
Supply and Demand
Wanted: textile producers, designers and seamstresses
A new Fair Trade clothing company is looking for textile producers, designers and seamstresses. They are looking to develop their own line of clothing to be sold in the United States and would need a cooperative or several groups that can fabricate the designs out of pre-made patterns. The designer would like to work with producers, exchanging ideas in each step of the process - choice of textile, creating designs and prints, and making patterns and cuts.  Please contact Jerri Chou at jerrichou@gmail.com or at +1 617-470-9478 for more information.
Back to table of contents
Essential Oils
Brendan Ruff (brendan@aromatini.com) is looking for suppliers of pure essential oils for a new product he is developing (aromatherapy/scented candles). He needs to find oils which are very concentrated and natural for product development. 
Brendan requires suppliers capable of sustaining deliveries of several hundred litres per week as his product is likely to grow to international distribution in the next two years. He wants to get the sourcing right from the start: natural ingredients directly from the people who make it. 
Back to table of contents
Wanted: Pictures & Photographs
The IFAT secretariat is constantly looking for high quality pictures of member producers, products and persons in general for use in publications. Examples include the IFAT Website, brochures or TradePost. A brief description would be extremely useful, but is not required. If there are any pictures we can use, please send them to info@ifat.org - please split up any large collections of photographs in emails of 15 Megabytes max.
Back to table of contents
Dates for your Diary
12 – 15 August: Mindanao Trade Expo International
The Advocate of Philippine Fair Trade Inc. (APFTI), in cooperation with Mindanao Trade Expo Foundation Inc. invites you to the 2005 Mindanao Trade Expo International. 
Already in its 10th year of showcasing products distinctly made from exotic materials, MTE International will be participated in this year by over 200 small and medium enterprises from Mindanao and the Brunei-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East Asian Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA). Contact Ms Ester Gamboa on pftqc@apfti.org.ph or (+63 2) 425 1230 for more info.
Back to table of contents
30 September – 2 October: Fair Trade Futures Conference
On 30 September – 2 October 2005 the Fair Trade Futures conference is taking place in Chicago, USA. Check out http://www.fairtradefutures.org/ for more info.
Back to table of contents
1 – 4 October: Fair Trade Messe
Minga and la Communaute d’agglomeration de Plaine Commune are organizing a conference trade fair in Paris. The conference will entail debates, film, theatre and music and will facilitate trading partnerships. For more info, please see http://www.minga.net/article.php3?id_article=256 
Back to table of contents
13 – 15 December: Hong Kong Fair Trade Fair & Fair Trade Symposium
In December, simultaneously with the WTO Ministerial, two important events are taking place in Hong Kong: a Fair Trade symposium (14 December) will examine in a series of sessions, workshops and panels a range of trade issues focused on promoting sustainable development
A Fair Trade Fair (13 – 15 December) will serve to present Fair Trade products and producers, to introduce consumers to Fair Trade products and principles and be an educational forum on Fair Trade principles and policy.
For more info, please contact Claribel David on theforum@apfti.org.ph or visit their soon-to-be launched Website on http://www.fairtradeexpo.org/ 
Back to table of contents
 

Bits and Pieces
If you have any queries about this update, or if you have any information you would like to share with IFAT members, please contact us on communications@ifat.org. Back issues of the IFAT Updates can be found in the ‘News, Trade Post & Updates’ page in the ‘Members Only’ section of the Website (http://members.ifat.org/). If you have forgotten your username and password, please email us on info@ifat.org. 
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