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IFAT News

Hurricane Stan leaves trail of destruction in Guatamala 

Iléana Cordon, Executive Committee member for the Latin America region, writes about hurricane Stan, which has caused floods and landslides all over Guatamala.

"Today is the first sunny day in the West of the country in over 10 days. Communication by telephone has been reestablished in some of the affected communities. Still, some of the main roads are closed, mainly the inter-American highway and the highway that goes along the coast connecting important cities and communities in the interior of the country." 

"This kind of natural events shows once more how vulnerable the world is. And, like so often, the poorest people are hit the hardest. Among the most affected communities are two Mayan villages which are located in the area of Atitlàn Lake and San Marcos. These villages were wiped out. One of them has been officially declared a burial ground. Entire families have disappeared from the face of the earth." 

"Today we finally managed to contact several producer organizations that are supported by CRECER and CreArte. According to the information received so far, the panorama is devastating. Producers of coffee, bee honey and crafts have been victims of the tragedy, many of them have lost family members, their properties, harvests and their means of production."

"In the case of the crafts producers, that work with CreArte, they are located in the most affected areas of Sololà and San Marcos. Many of them have lost their looms and most of their raw materials. One group, situated in the direct vicinity of the village of Santiago Atitlàn, reports that 50% of the producer base has died." 

"We thank all organizations and people who have showed their concern about this tragedy. We as Crecer and CreArte would like to react in a way that makes it possible to support the producer to rebuild their lives in the nearby future. Therefore, we would like to support the producers in a sustainable way; that is why we are planning to create a small emergency fund. With money from this fund we want to support the producers and their families to buy looms and raw materials."

"In advance we are thankful for any financial contribution to this fund. We are committed to support the producers, their families and communities throughout the promotion and commercialization of their products in order to alleviate the crisis."

"We appreciate your support in these difficult times." 

Kind regards,
Ileana Cordòn

Top
Thank you, donors! 

IFAT would like to thank our members who contributed and have made it possible to hire additional staff at our Secretariat: GEPA (Germany), Oxfam Australia, CTM (Italy), Commercio Alternativo (Italy), Fair Trade Organisatie (Netherlands) and Intermon Oxfam (Spain).

Top
Global Journey hits Quebec

The arrival of the FTO mark, delivered by cheerful Canadians, was a great kick off for the Fair Trade Futures conference in Chicago last week, with final attendance at about 750. Next week, La Siembra (Quebec, Canada) is organising a Global Journey event at a solidarity coop in Gatineau QC. For more information, go to http://www.culturequebec.info/depanneursylvestre/ and check out what has been planned for the week! More events, also in Canada, are scheduled throughout October by Ten Thousand Villages and on the CHFA CIFG tradeshows.

Top
Nestlé launches Nescafe Partner Blend 

Nestlé has launched a Fair Trade coffee, carrying the Far Trade Label. Details are at http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/pr071005.htm and an interesting discussion is at http://society.guardian.co.uk/societyguardian/story/0,,1574166,00.html
Douwe Egberts has also announced to launch an ethical coffee brand, details of which are available at http://www.beveragedaily.com/news/ng.asp?n=63107-douwe-egberts-fair-trade-coffee
Top
Visitors

We had the pleasure of receiving Nina Shahi from Fair Trade Group Nepal. Walter Koenig (El Puente, Germany) and Gonzalo Meaehan (Rantinpak, Ecuador) came in together as well and had a close look at the IFAT office and various Fair Trade Organizations in Culemborg. Finally, Erika Spil popped in to discuss World Fair Trade Day and regionalisation. We would like to thank all our visitors for coming in!

Top
 

Members' News

Fair Trade Group Nepal 10th Anniversary
Fair Trade Group Nepal stepped into its 10th year on 9 September 2005. FTG Nepal was formally established in 1996 with 7 founder members, all dedicated to improve the socio-economic conditions of underprivileged and marginalized producers of this country. At present, it has 13 NGO members and 3 partners.

To mark the anniversary, FTG Nepal organized a dinner program at Shangri La Hotel, Lazimpat. Around 150 invitees including Assistant Minister of HMG Ministry of Finance, Ambassadors and foreign diplomatic corps, high ranked government project officials, President and board members of Federation of Nepalese Chamber of Commerce and local Chambers, Handicraft Association of Nepal, Bankers, personnel from development agencies and donors/funding agencies, volunteers involved in Micro enterprise development, poverty alleviation and media people were present to join the celebration.

During the event, FTG congratulated immediate past President Meera Bhattarai for her visionary and remarkable eight years' leadership in FTG. Current president Padmasana Shakya handed over a token of appreciation to Ms. Bhattarai.

We would like to congratulate FTG Nepal with their 10-year-long success, and on behalf of the whole Fair Trade Movement we wish them even more luck and success in the future. 

Top
Members leaving IFAT

We are sad to inform our membership that the following organizations have left the International Fair Trade Association:

· Trading Partners, Australia 

· Sahayata, India 

· Bridgehead, Canada 

· IDS, Zambia 

We wish the organziations mentioned above all the best in the future. Our membership currently stands at 289 members and, with over 50 applications being dealt with at the moment, it is growing at an unprecedented rate.

Top
 

Supply & Demand

Wanted: Casual and Sportswear clothes

Julie El-Khouri is seeking a manufacturer of a high quality, fashionable line of casual and sportwear clothing. She prefers garments to be made from certified organic cotton (minimum 90% cotton) and no azo dyes. Specifically:

	Casual Wear - Tops:
· Tee-shirts {male & female} 

· Singlet tops {male & female} 

· Tank tops {female} 

· Cami tops {female} 

· Polo/ Rugby Shirts {male & female} 

· Sweat Shirts - no zip [round neck) {male & female} 

· Sweat Shirts - zip front [hooded & unhooded] {male & female} 

· Shirts - button down {male and female} 

· Shirts - no buttons {female} 
	Fitness Wear / Exercise / Yogo Clothing:
· Jogging Suits - Jackets & Pants 

· Sweat Shirt Jackets - zip front and unhooded {male & female} 

· Sweat Shirt Jackets- zip front and hooded {male & female} 

· Sweat Pants - full length {male & female} 

· Sweat Pants - knee length crop 3/4 {male & female} 


Please contact Julie on jek25@optusnet.com.au if you can help produce what she is looking for! 

Top
Wanted: Storage Tins (coffee, tea, ...)

Fair Unlimited in Sweden is looking for storage tins suitable for coffee, tea, etc. The tins could be either in cylinder or rectangular box shape, and should be capable of storing ca 250 - 500 grams of ground coffee. They could be a plain design with possibility to stick on a label, or a colourful design with local motif. Quantities of 500 - 1000 pieces and upward. Please send tips and recommendations to daniel@fairunlimited.se - the website (in Swedish!) is www.fairunlimited.se 

Top
Wanted: Pens and Pencils 

Staying with Fair Unlimited, they are also looking for pens and pencils! They focus on providing Fair Trade gift packages, give-aways and conference materials to companies and organisations in Sweden. They are currently looking for pens and pencils for a conference offering. In some cases, it is interesting for customers to have their name or logo printed on the pen or pencil. Any tips would be much appreciated! Contact details as above.

Top
Wanted: Yarn, Knitting Needles and Crochet Hooks

The yarn shop 'Sticka & virka' in Stockholm, Sweden would like to import and sell Fair Trade materials for handicraft. Yarn, knitting needles and crochet hooks are of special interest. Please contact 'Sticka & virka' if you can produce such items.

Company name: Sticka och virka, Simonsson Design
Contact person: Ms Kerstin Simonsson
Email: kerstin@sticka.nu
Phone: +46 8 978336
Mobile: +46 70 3139933
Web: http://www.sticka.nu (only in Swedish)

Top
Wanted: Pillow Cases 

Goldenchase Corporation is interested in purchasing large quantities of plain white pillow cases (with no print whatsoever). The pillow cases should be 100% Fair Trade products and verifiable (a Goldenchase Corporation would visit the producer on a regular basis). The exact quantities needed are not known at this time. The pillow cases would be shipped to Canada, where they would be printed. If you produce such a product, please contact Patrick Laflamme Duval at pld@goldenchase.com 

Patrick Laflamme Duval, Goldenchase Corporation (www.goldenchase.com - under construction)

Top
Wanted: Various Clothes and Accessories 

Erin Lally is involved in a charity, wanting to source good-quality ethical products in terms of labor, factory conditions, environmentally friendly dyes / processes etc for their merchandise range. They have not exactly defined what they want with regard to design yet, but they are looking for samples, or catalogues for now. Most products will be branded with their logo, or visual art.

Product requirement List: 

· Cotton Tee shirts 

· Men’s Shirts – possibly in Linen/Silk 

· Hats / Caps 

· Watches 

· Bags – shopping style made of canvas 

· Socks 

· Badges 

· Necklaces – with enamel logo 

Please contact Erin on erin@tribute3ml.com for more info. 

Top
Wanted: Pictures & Photographs

The IFAT secretariat is constantly looking for high quality pictures of member producers, products and persons in general for use in publications. Examples include the IFAT Website, brochures or TradePost. A brief description would be extremely useful, but is not required. If there are any pictures we can use, please send them to info@ifat.org - please split up any large collections of photographs in emails of 15 Megabytes max.

Top
 

Dates for your Diary

25 - 27 October: African Trade Show for US and European Buyers 

You might just be able to make this: IFAT members are invited to attend a regional trade show from October 25th to 27th October in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The event is sponsored by the Agency For International Development and will focus special attention on the African Growth Opportunities Act (AGOA) export opportunities in specific sectors and help producers in these sectors learn how to break into the U.S. market. 

The workshop will focus on three sectors:

· Hand loomed or hand-woven textile products; 

· Interior decorating or handicraft items; 

· Leather goods. 

Business people and government officials related to these sectors from the following AGOA-eligible countries are welcomed: the Republic of Congo, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Gabon, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Rwanda, Seychelles, Tanzania and Uganda. Buyers and sectoral experts from the United States will also participate in the workshop.If you have interest, please visit www.ecatradehub.com/addis2005 and contact Robert Simmons via email or by telephone: rosimmons@usaid.gov ; +1 202-712-5441. 

Top
1 – 4 October: Fair Trade Messe 

Minga and la Communauté d'agglomeration de Plaine Commune are organizing a conference trade fair in Paris. The conference will entail debates, film, theatre and music and will facilitate trading partnerships. For more info, please see http://www.minga.net/article.php3?id_article=256 
Top
15 October: Fair Trade Fair in Gothenburg, Sweden 

A trade fair especially arranged for Fair Trade retailers: Presentations about FTOs, the Global Journey, Fairtrade labelling, Worldshop movement. Fair Trade products on display. The fair is arranged by the 4 Swedish members of IFAT. For more information, please contact: info@sackeus.se , la.maison.afrique@ebrevet.nu , info@rattvishandel.se or north.south@swipnet.se 
13 – 15 December: Hong Kong Fair Trade Fair & Fair Trade Symposium

In December, simultaneously with the WTO Ministerial, two important events are taking place in Hong Kong: a Fair Trade symposium (14 December) will examine in a series of sessions, workshops and panels a range of trade issues focused on promoting sustainable development 

A Fair Trade Fair (13 – 15 December) will serve to present Fair Trade products and producers, to introduce consumers to Fair Trade products and principles and be an educational forum on Fair Trade principles and policy. 

For more info, please contact Claribel David on theforum@apfti.org.ph or visit their Website on http://www.fairtradeexpo.org/

Top
4 – 6 August 2006: North America & Pacific Rim Regional Meeting 

Trade Aid will receive the FTO banner in New Zealand on 19th July 2006 and hold Global Journey events over the following couple of weeks, culminating with the North America Pacific Rim Conference, which will take place over the weekend of 4/5/6th August 2006 in Christchurch. Please contact pauld@newint.com.au for more info. 

Top
Bits and Pieces

If you have any queries about this update, or if you have any information you would like to share with IFAT members, please contact us on communications@ifat.org. Back issues of the IFAT Updates can be found in the ‘News, Trade Post & Updates' page in the ‘Members Only' section of the Website (http://members.ifat.org/). If you have forgotten your username and password, please email us on info@ifat.org. 

If you no longer wish to receive IFAT Updates, please reply to this message with ‘IFAT Updates Unsubscribe' in the subject line.
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