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Bits & Pieces
IFAT News

Wanted: Financial Reports

Don't forget to send in your financial reports. We still haven't received all of them and if you don't want to be overcharged on membership fees next year, we need your newest financial reports ASAP. Please submit!

Top
Advocacy Office Sez: "Fair Trade Rules!"

Anja Osterhaus, from the Advocacy Office in Brussels, writes: FINE’s position paper towards the 6th World Trade Organisation Ministerial is ready. It's called “Fair Trade Rules” and it is the contribution of the international Fair Trade movement to the WTO debate towards the next Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong. This is the first time FINE presents a joint position on the WTO. FINE will use this document as the basis of its advocacy work towards European and international negotiators and decision-makers.

Please circulate it widely, advertise it, post it on your websites, use it in your national/regional advocacy, and let the Advocacy Office know about the feedback you get! Questions and queries can be posted to osterhaus@fairtrade-advocacy.org - the document is available from the IFAT Website: http://www.ifat.org/downloads/advocacy/FairTradeRules_oct%202005.pdf
Top
IFAT Strategic Planning Meeting Executive Committee 

From 14 until 19 November, the IFAT Executive Committee will meet up to discuss a variety of topics. The first part of this week-long session is the strategic planning workshop, at which honorary members will also be present. The meeting will be facilitated by Teena Cabbab (Phillippines). Second, a joint board meeting between IFAT and FLO is scheduled to take place in Bonn (Germany). This meeting will take place on 16 November and both the QMS and several strategic policies of the two organizations will be discussed. Finally, all other IFAT business will be discussed on the last few days: 14 - 19 November. 

Top
QMS

We are delighted to inform you that work on the Quality Management System has started. The first group, the Generic Standards Team, has started to work on the Fair Trade Standards. We will try to start up the work of the Handicraft Taskforce in the next few weeks. Initial feedback from funders has been encouraging and positive. 

Top
Funding, Grants & Financial Assistance

Looking for money? One of our associate members sent us a couple of interesting links to sources of funding. Have a look at the following:

· Development Marketplace (DM) is a competitive grant program of the World Bank that funds innovative, small-scale development projects. DM’s primary objective is to identify and support creative ideas that deliver results and have the potential to be expanded or replicated. More info 

· Echoing Green has an open application process for its Fellowship program, which means that anyone who meets their eligibility requirements posted on their website and has a compelling and innovative idea for social change is welcome to apply (up to $90,000). More info 

· And finally - only a few more days: YSEI Fellowship Program provides essential knowledge and tools, mentorship programs, networking & seed grants up to 15,000 USD per project. If you are: (1) Below 30 years old, (2) Living in Bangladesh, India, Malaysia, Philippines and Sri Lanka, (3) In search for support and opportunities. Submit your application form & executive summary by 31st October 2005. Check http://www.globalknowledge.org/ysei/ for more info. 

Top
Visitors

In the last weeks, we've had the pleasure of welcoming Philippe Casanova (from Au-delà des Frontières) and O.P. Yadav (Fair Trade Forum India). Han Horstink and Corne van Dooren (NIVAH) also visited, and dropped off a box of Self Assessment Reports of their members - asking to take part in the IFAT monitoring system! 

Top
Members' News

Asia Fair Trade Forum Update
A. Asia Center of Excellence for Fair Trade (CoE)
	A.1. Product Development and Design Missions (PDDT)
The missions were conducted from June to September 2005. The following organizations took part:

1. Much in Little Philippines
2. Threads of Yunnan China
3. Thai Tribal Crafts Thailand
4. The ThaiCrafts Association Thailand
5. Artisan Hut Bangladesh
6. Thanapara Swallows Dev. Society Bangladesh
7. Usha Handicrafts Bangladesh
8. Apikri , Inc. Indonesia
9. Mitra Bali Foundation Indonesia
10. Lombok Pottery Centre Indonesia

A training workshop on TRENDS and Color Forecasts was conducted in Manila on July 11-12 by Ms. Docey Lewis for AFTF designers. This training was sponsored by SERRV International. Some AFTF members in the Philippines likewise participated in the training, namely:

· Preda Fair Trade Organization 

· Safrudi/ saffy Handicrafts 

· Community Crafts Association of the Philippines 

· Filipinas Fair Trade Ventures, Inc. 
	A.2. Business Skills Development Missions (BSD) conducted from June to September 2005
1. IFFAD India
2. Development Wheel- Bangladesh
3. Lombok Pottery Centre Indonesia
4. Pekerti Nusantara PT (2nd mission) Indonesia
5. SIPA (2nd mission) India
6. Imagination India

A.3. Forthcoming CoE Missions - October to December 2005
Safrudi/ Saffy Handicrafts, Philippines BSD
Community Crafts Association, Philippines BSD
Thai Craft, Thailand BSD
Association of Craft Producers, Nepal PDDT
Equitable Marketing Association, India PDDT
Golden Palm International, Sri Lanka PDDT

A CoE Committee meeting was held in Bangkok on August 26, 2005. Recommendations to improve the CoE program were agreed upon to take effect in September.


B. Asia Consumer Awareness Campaign
“A Consumer Awareness Campaign to Develop Domestic Markets for Fair Trade in Asia”, a proposal for co-funding was recently approved by Oxfam GB East Asia. This campaign will be pilot-tested in the Philippines in 2005-2006 and will be replicated in selected member-countries. The program will be co-funded by and implemented in coordination with the Advocate of Philippine Fair Trade (APFTI). The consumer awareness program has 3 project components: (1) communication and media campaign (2) establishment of fair trade shops (3) labeling of fair trade products.

To date, the following activities have been conducted:

· one-day participatory workshop was conducted on July 22, 2005 among members of the Philippine Fair Trade Forum to discuss program implementation. 

· Contracted the services of TNS Trends, a marketing-research company, to craft a qualitative research study (using focus groups) of consumers’ present level of awareness and attitude to fair trade products. The result of the study will serve as baseline data for teh campaign. 

· Hongkong Fair Trade Fair and Symposium 

AFTF is pleased to announce that, aside from the previously-selected exhibitors (22 Asia, 3 Africa, 3 Latin America), the two IFAT members from Middle East are also participating in the Hongkong Fair Trade Fair: Holy Land Handicraft and Sunbula.

Top
New Members

In the last few weeks, a whole bunch of new members have had their membership applications approved. We'd like to welcome the following members to our network:

· Founded in 2001, The Salma Farmers Association (Cameroon) is an association of farmers trading mainly in coffee and cocoa. The organization buys products from 5 primary producer groups. 

· UCIRI (Mexico) is a large, long-established coffee co-operative in Mexico. Founded in 1982, UCIRI now has a membership of 2850 families and sells coffee to a number of IFAT members in Europe and the US. Their coffee is cultivated under organic agricultural conditions. 

· Technotan Ltd. (Tanzania) works with people in rural areas of Tanzania to collect natural products such as seaweed, neem, aloe vera and wild mushrooms to be used in soap. Women with HIV/AIDS are targeted in particular. 

· Sjamma vzw (Belgium) is a World Fashion Workshop, selling clothes made by small Southern producers. The organization also imports fabric and materials for the creation and production of their own clothes. Finally, Sjamma offers an increasing range of ecological clothes. 

· Mpanga Growers Tea Factory Uganda is a small company wholly owned by smallholder tea farmers. The company produces and sells black tea. Smallholders gradually become shareholders of the factory: for every kilo of green leaf tea sold, a certain amount from the payment is deducted to buy shares. 

· The Artisans Association of Cambodia is composed of NGOs who are working together to improve employment opportunities for Cambodians with disabilities, through craft production and sales. Specifically, AAC's range includes fashion accessories, home accessories and gifts. 

· Velas La Luciernaga/ Asociacion Acciones por el Desarollo Poblacional (Honduras) is a registered charity founded in 1999 and working to provide support and employment to women victims of violence. La Luciernaga Workshop produces craft, decorative and aromatic candles 

Top
 

Supply & Demand

Wanted: Rolls of clothing fabric

Tarsha Tremayne is setting up FTC Fashions, a company which will sell everyday urban wear. She wants to buy bulk rolls of clothing fabrics such as, linen, silk, stretch and non-stretch cotton, alpacca wool, wollens etc for a fashion label. Where can she find such items? Tarsha can be contacted by email: tarshatremayne@swiftdsl.com.au
Top
Wanted: Fabrics 

Fashion Designer with 10 years’ experience is looking to create her own fashion collection, using only organic fabrics. She requires fabric suppliers and factories for production. She would initially be looking for factories capable of doing small runs and samples for selling purposes. She needs factories that can make garments to her specifications and can produce a small collection suitable for the European market and also have print and embroidery facilities. She would, in turn, also be looking for organic fabric suppliers to work in conjunction with these factories. Fabric bases of cotton, hemp, wool and leather.

All contacts are welcome. Please email lizsaunders04@yahoo.fr tel +33676870508 / +33494385697

Top
Wanted: Cups and/or Mugs 

Swedish Fair Trade company Fair Unlimited is looking for coffee cups and/or tea mugs WITHOUT ethnic design. The products should be simple, stackable (able to put on top of each other), without patterns on them, preferably plain white china/ceramics. It would be good if the cups/mugs were part of a serie that also includes sugar bowls, milk jugs and plates, but this is not absolutly necessary. The most important thing is that the cups/mugs are simple, without design.

Please respond to madeleine@fairunlimited.se and please send pictures of the products if possible. Fair Unlimited's homepage, www.fairunlimited.se, is only available in Swedish but show pictures of some of the products that the company sells. Clients are companies and organisations in Sweden."

Top
Wanted: Almonds 

Ctm altromercato, the major Fair Trade organisation in Italy, is looking for ALMONDS. Maybe IFAT members can deliver? The technical characteristics requested are as follows:

Requested quantity: up to 7,000 kg, minimum 1,000 kg. 
Characteristics: dry and shelled almonds, not broken, not peeled. 
Size: width 14 – 16 mm, also 17 – 19 and 20 – 22 mm are acceptable. 
Other requirements: 75 – 80 pieces per 100 grams 

Top
Wanted: Casual and Sportswear clothes

Julie El-Khouri is seeking a manufacturer of a high quality, fashionable line of casual and sportwear clothing. She prefers garments to be made from certified organic cotton (minimum 90% cotton) and no azo dyes. Specifically:

	Casual Wear - Tops:
· Tee-shirts {male & female} 

· Singlet tops {male & female} 

· Tank tops {female} 

· Cami tops {female} 

· Polo/ Rugby Shirts {male & female} 

· Sweat Shirts - no zip [round neck) {male & female} 

· Sweat Shirts - zip front [hooded & unhooded] {male & female} 

· Shirts - button down {male and female} 

· Shirts - no buttons {female} 
	Fitness Wear / Exercise / Yogo Clothing:
· Jogging Suits - Jackets & Pants 

· Sweat Shirt Jackets - zip front and unhooded {male & female} 

· Sweat Shirt Jackets- zip front and hooded {male & female} 

· Sweat Pants - full length {male & female} 

· Sweat Pants - knee length crop 3/4 {male & female} 


Please contact Julie on jek25@optusnet.com.au if you can help produce what she is looking for! 

Top
Wanted: Pictures & Photographs

The IFAT secretariat is constantly looking for high quality pictures of member producers, products and persons in general for use in publications. Examples include the IFAT Website, brochures or TradePost. A brief description would be extremely useful, but is not required. If there are any pictures we can use, please send them to info@ifat.org - please split up any large collections of photographs in emails of 15 Megabytes max.

Top
 

Dates for your Diary

13 – 15 December: Hong Kong Fair Trade Fair & Fair Trade Symposium

In December, simultaneously with the WTO Ministerial, two important events are taking place in Hong Kong: a Fair Trade symposium (15 December) will examine in a series of sessions, workshops and panels a range of trade issues focused on promoting sustainable development. There will also be a Fair Trade reception on 13 December. A Fair Trade Fair (13 – 15 December) will serve to present Fair Trade products and producers, to introduce consumers to Fair Trade products and principles and be an educational forum on Fair Trade principles and policy. For more info, please contact Claribel David on theforum@apfti.org.ph or visit their Website on http://www.fairtradeexpo.org/

Top
2 - 4 June 2006: MAD Show, London UK

The MAD (Made A Difference) Show is a showcase for fair trade, sustainable, ethical and organic products, services and organisations. It is due to take place in London’s Earl’s Court in June 2006. The Show’s intention is to introduce consumers to the largest selection of ethical products and services available in the UK. In addition to the opportunity to display products and services to consumers, companies will also be able to take advantage of seminars and workshops aimed at providing business-to-business opportunities. http://www.themadshow.co.uk/
Top
4 – 6 August 2006: North America & Pacific Rim Regional Meeting 

Trade Aid will receive the FTO banner in New Zealand on 19th July 2006 and hold Global Journey events over the following couple of weeks, culminating with the North America Pacific Rim Conference, which will take place over the weekend of 4/5/6th August 2006 in Christchurch. Please contact pauld@newint.com.au for more info. 

Top
Bits and Pieces

If you have any queries about this update, or if you have any information you would like to share with IFAT members, please contact us on communications@ifat.org. Back issues of the IFAT Updates can be found in the ‘News, Trade Post & Updates' page in the ‘Members Only' section of the Website (http://members.ifat.org/). If you have forgotten your username and password, please email us on info@ifat.org. 

If you no longer wish to receive IFAT Updates, please reply to this message with ‘IFAT Updates Unsubscribe' in the subject line.
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