070106 New Year Greetings - HDM - Ghana Golden Homecoming - FT1407 – Hull One World Shop

Season’s Greetings.

Happy New Year to all our readers, I trust you had a Fair Trade Christmas, and that your Fairtrade Fruitcake was cooked to perfection (mine needed a few minutes longer!).

HDM

We started the New Year with an excellent article by John Collingridge from Hull Daily Mail.  Nice coverage, accurate reporting, great photographs.  However, the significant point that we failed to cover was the role of the volunteers.  All the leadership in the world is useless without folks doing the real work like pricing the Geobars each week, or doling out the Fairtrade food in Queen Victoria Square, or just giving presentations.  You know what you do for free and we know that the few paid workers do more than they are paid for, and we Thank You all for your contributions of time (and money) which has made Fair Trade in Hull such a success story.

Ghana Golden Homecoming

Saturday 17th February:

A number of distinguished guests including the Hon. Jake Obetsebi-Lamptey, Minister for Tourism and Diasporan Relations, Mr Annan Cato, Ghanaian High Comissioner will visit WISE for a celebration of 50 years of Independence for Ghana.  With food and music and speeches (and a Ghanaian Fair Trade Stall) this will be a unique occasion.  The event is free, but places must be booked in advance by e-mail to j.ellison@hull.ac.uk or call Jane Ellison on 01482 305182.

Fairtrade Fortnight 2007 (26th Feb – 11th March)

Our Plans include Kuapa Kokoo Ghanaian Cocoa Farmers visiting Hull to support:

· Fairtrade Activists Regional Meeting, evening Thursday 1st March - Guildhall

· Business leaders Fairtrade Breakfast – Guildhall

· Schools Ghanaian exchange meeting – Freedom Centre

· Hitchcock’s West African and Ghanaian meal

· Food tasting – Princes Quay

Details can be found on the FT1407 page on the project website.

Please let us have your Fairtrade Fortnight plans so that we have a full picture of what is happening.  Materials are now available from FT Foundation under the theme of: “Change Today – Choose Fairtrade”.  Also, 

· Please would all churches consider a wayside pulpit showing the Fairtrade label and “CHANGE TODAY – CHOOSE FAIRTRADE”?

· Please would all churches run a magazine article (Click here for suggestions) supporting Fairtrade

· Please would all churches incorporate Fairtrade products in their Shrove Tuesday pancakes
· Please would all Fairtrade Catering vendors and Retailers have a banner or poster display in store showing “CHANGE TODAY – CHOOSE FAIRTRADE”?

· There are a further 50 suggestions for Fairtrade Fortnight are on the supporters page of the project website.

Hull One World Shop

Sale and Return in the churches – what a fantastic performance.  Our agents slogged away right through the year, and then in the September to December period turned in some inspiring results.  We do appreciate your work, we know just what a pain it is to bring a car into the city with all the road works, obstructive one way systems, diversions and aggressive Traffic Wardens, but the results were worth it.  A number of record sales were made, but we prefer not to name names and numbers as we appreciate every contribution.

Christmas in the shop was a nail biting experience which we do not wish to repeat.  Sales were truly disappointing through November and until mid December, and then it was as if people had suddenly woken up to the fact that Christmas was upon us, we then had an all time record Saturday and an all time record weekday.  In the end, sales growth for December as compared with 2005 showed an increase of 28% making it the busiest month ever in the shop, and sales for the calendar year overall showed a growth of 11%.  So thank you to all who came and bought from us, and do come again, even if you are a “mystery shopper”.

It is not just Fair Trade folks who are grateful, it is the people growing the coffee, tea and cocoa, it is the people making the Bishopston bags, it is the people knitting the Nepalese woollies, it is the people painting the Sri Lankan jigsaws.  It is on their behalf that we say Thank You.
 

We are considering setting up a separate One World Shop e-mail newsletter circulation list.  If you would like monthly news of products and services, plus an occasional PowerPoint Poster for church or office notice boards, please reply to this e-mail with “include me in”.
Peter Church
Joint Co-ordinator - Fairtrade City Project - Hull, 01482 446402.
Kingston upon Hull - a Fairtrade City. 
For details go to: www.fairtradehull.org.uk 
This Project is sponsored by Hull City Council and Hull One World Shop. 
