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Press Release – immediate use.
DIVINE CHOCOLATE JUST GOT A LOT BETTER:
DIVINE CUTS CHOCOLATE MILES

Divine chocolate has always been a favourite treat because the Fairtrade scheme encourages the cocoa farmers to pick the best beans, and the best beans means great chocolate.  But now it’s even better.

We’re all into reducing our carbon emissions especially from food, and the Divine Chocolate company has been doing just that.  Following a review of road miles and sea miles, Divine have now moved their Chocolate warehouse from Pocklington to Hull, and all Divine chocolate will now come into the UK, from Germany where the cocoa is processed into chocolate, via the docks in Hull.  

Divine Chocolate arrives in UK from Germany via Rotterdam or via Hoek van Holland, and is distributed all over the UK from the warehouse in Hull. The overall road journey has been reduced from 611.7 miles to 210.5 miles, or 263.7 miles (via Hoek van Holland). The sea-miles travelled between Germany and UK have increased, but with 80% less CO2 emissions on sea transport vs road (source ‘Sea and Water’), the reduction in road miles means the overall journey delivers up to a 59% cut in emissions on the new routes. 

This latest reduction in environmental impact is part of an ongoing programme which addresses all parts of Divine’s supply chain.  Divine is particularly focusing on its packaging and ensuring that wherever possible packaging for each item is reduced, while percentages of recycled and recyclable materials are increased.
Divine’s Operations Manager Sarah Watson says:

“Divine Chocolate is a mission-driven business focussed on delivering more equitable terms of trade with cocoa farmers in West Africa.  As a business we are also always striving to be environmentally responsible and to make continuous improvements wherever possible.  We are very pleased to have been able to take this opportunity to re-organise our warehousing and transport to cut down on the road-miles our chocolate needs to travel to arrive in UK..”

So a few more sea miles and a lot fewer road miles all adds up to less carbon emitted per chunk and a sweeter flavour for all those Divine chocolate bars.
SIERRA LEONE COCOA COMES ON STREAM

Hull is twinned with Freetown in Sierra Leone, and Sierra Leone is one of the poorest countries in the world.  The directors of Hull One World Shop have wanted to help Sierra Leone for several years.  And now they can, all they have to do is to sell more chocolate!

The Fairtrade City project wanted to use Sierra Leone Cocoa for the Fairtrade Welcome Packs in 2007 but the processing volumes were just too large to handle on a small scale project.  And also at that time the Sierra Leone Cocoa did not have the Fairtrade label.  But now, after years of painstaking work the Fairtrade label has now been approved for Sierra Leone Cocoa and the first orders have been placed by the Divine Chocolate company.  
Some of the Divine Chocolate is available in the big supermarkets, but the major local stockist is Hull One World Shop which carries the whole Divine range, from Dubble Bars to Easter Eggs, from a simple milk chocolate bar to the irresistible chocolate coated apricots.

Chris Church, Director of Hull One World Shop said:

“We have the best range of Fairtrade Chocolate in Hull, and the use of Fairtrade Cocoa from Sierra Leone links us even more firmly with our twinned city, Freetown, and the people of Sierra Leone.  The chocolate is such good quality it sells itself so this is really good news for people at both ends of the supply chain”.
[End narrative]

Further information sources:
Divine Chocolate:
Please contact Charlotte Borger on 202 7378 6550.

Editor’s notes:

· Divine Chocolate Ltd is co-owned by Kuapa Kokoo – a smallholder cocoa farmers’ cooperative with 45000 members in Ghana. Kuapa Kokoo has a 45% share of the company, with two representatives on Divine’s Board which meets four times a year, once in Ghana.

· Divine is also a dedicated Fairtrade company. This means that all Divine products carry the Fairtrade Mark. This is an independent guarantee certified by the Fairtrade Foundation that the ingredients are sourced under internationally agreed fair trade terms and conditions. These include a guaranteed, secure minimum price, an extra social premium payment for the farmers to invest in their own community programmes, long term trading contracts, decent health and safety conditions – all aimed at empowering farmers to make their own improvements to living standards and prospects for the future.

· For further information please visit www.divinechocolate.com

Hull One World Shop:
Contact Anne Whiteley, 01482 327727
Hull One World is a locally owned Fair Trade business (Owner is the charity WEFT, World in Education for Fair Trade).

Hull One World exists to demonstrate the available range of Fairtrade products and has been trading in Waltham Street in Hull since 1994.  As well as Fairtrade labelled consumables the shop carries a range of Fair Trade clothing, jewellery, accessories, cards, gifts and toys, all from accredited Fair Trade Sources.

See www.oneworldhull.co.uk
Hull Fairtrade City Project
The Fairtrade City Project is a joint initiative between Hull City Council and Hull One World Shop.

Certification to Fairtrade Foundation guidelines was achieved in March 2005.

See www.fairtradehull.org.uk for more information, or call 01482 446402.
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