HULL – FAIRTRADE CITY PROJECT


Press Release 17th February 2003.

Event: 
Launch of the Hull - Fairtrade City Project.

Date:
Tuesday 11th March 2003, 6:45pm Guildhall.

Contacts:
Chris Church, One World Shop – Hull 346862

Martin Budd – Hull City Council – Hull 613336

Final approval: Martin Budd.

Launch of the Hull - Fairtrade City Project.

Public involvement in the project to gain Fairtrade City Status for Hull will start at the Launch Event which takes place in the Guildhall on Tuesday 11th March.  An interesting and entertaining evening is being planned to include a drama and an illustrated talk by an international consultant in Fair Trade development, as well as a presentation on the Hull – Fairtrade City project.

The Hull One World Shop has joined forces with Hull City Council to create this project, which will be managed by a Steering Group with representation from various sectors of Hull and including both community and business representatives.

To become a Fairtrade City, fairtrade products need to be readily available, and people need to know why they should choose these products.  So a key aspect of the project will be to ensure sufficient retailers carry fairtrade, and fairtrade tea and coffee is available in as many cafes and restaurants as possible.

Fairly traded products have been on sale in Hull for 20 years in various churches and at craft and green Fairs.  Then in 1997 the One World Shop opened in Waltham Street in Hull giving a permanent retail outlet.  This was followed by a very important step when Hull City Council adopted a Fair Trade purchasing policy last year.

The Hull – Fairtrade City Project builds on the above two foundations and the project launch is timed to coincide with Fairtrade fortnight 3rd – 16th March.

The vision for the future of Hull is that fairtrade food and drink will be on the breakfast table in every house, be on the shelf in every store, be on the menu in every café and restaurant in Hull, and that people will understand that poverty in the Third World simply can be overcome by us changing our buying habits to choose Fairtrade every time.

Fair Trade products offer unbeatable quality, and because of the Fair Trade System the Third World producers are guaranteed to get a better price and a better deal.  

Event details:

Doors open (Guildhall) 6:30, Tuesday March 11th.

Introductions: 6:45

Event: 7:00

CREDO – Drama illustrating the rules of international trade

Andy Carlton – Developing Fair Trade in the coffee business

Martin Budd – Developing Fair Trade in the Council

Chris Church – Developing Fair Trade in Hull

Peter Church – The Fair Trade City project

Coffee and networking

Quotes:

Peter Church

“It all starts in Fairtrade Fortnight this year, and at our launch event we will have a drama – (Lifting the Scales) - about Fairtrade by the local group, Credo, and an illustrated talk Andy Carlton, a city resident who works in Uganda and other African countries developing the Fairtrade coffee business for Twin Trading”.  Steering Group Members will then present the project to the public.

Chris Church

“This is a very important milestone for Hull” said Chris Church, Manager of the One World Shop, “Fair Trade products have been on sale in Hull for 20 years but now we are going to make them much more easily available”.

Martin Budd

“Fair Trade City Status is granted by the Fairtrade Foundation when a city has enough shops and cafes selling Fairtrade to make it easy for the public to buy” said Martin Budd, Local Agenda 21 Officer for Hull City Council.  “The council already has a Fairtrade purchasing policy in place, but now we need businesses, schools and churches involved as well.”

Background

See: One World Shop – Information Sheet

See: Hull – Fair Trade City Information Leaflet

One World Shop website: www.OneWorldHull.com
Fairtrade Foundation website: www.fairtrade.org.uk
Target:

Local newspapers and radio

Timing:

To coincide with Fair Trade Fortnight publicity on 3rd March and following days

Interviews:

Martin Budd Hull City Council (01482 613336)

Chris Church: One World Shop (01482 32 77 27)

Peter Church: One World Shop (01482 32 77 27)

Author: Peter Church, Hull 34 68 62
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